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First Peoples Education Council 

c/o School District No. 74 (Gold Trail) 
PO Bag 250, Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 

Phone:  250 453 9101    FAX:  250 453 2425 

 

Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement - Fourth Annual Report 

 

Each year it is a privilege to write this report as the District Principal of Aboriginal Education. To 

witness the growth the district has achieved over the last four years is rewarding. Connecting 

with students, staff and communities throughout the year has been an amazing experience 

since the Enhancement Agreement was signed in June of 2013.  

The Fourth Annual Report reflects on the 2016/2017 school year. In this report the district and 

schools shared successes focussing on each of the four goals: Academic, Cultural, Belonging and 

Healthy Living. The district initiatives throughout the year to support the Enhancement 

Agreement included: community role model posters, student led culture camps and 

professional development sessions for staff. In addition, Lahal and lacrosse tournaments have 

become activities students appreciate and look forward to. The stories and pictures provided 

for each goal demonstrate the positive impact on students in Gold Trail.    

Plans for year five include cultural camps for staff who have not participated in previous camps, 

including a day for trustees. A student cultural camp is scheduled in the spring of 2018 along 

with an environmental camp hosted by Ts’kw’aylaxw’s Sky Blue resort.  This opportunity will 

introduce senior students to careers in forestry, environmental sciences, wildlife and invasive 

plants.   

I am excited to be a part of the growth in Aboriginal Education for School District No. 74 for all 

the students, staff and community members.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Tammy Mountain   

District Principal of Aboriginal Education 
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Kumsheen Secondary School students at Stein Valley  
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Vision Statement 

Recognize and nurture the strengths of every student, so they reach their full 

potential and contribute to the well-being of their families and communities 

 

Mission Statement  

Our schools are places of student-focused holistic learning  

 

 

 

 

Student Culture Camp at T’it’q’et 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding student outcomes as they 

relate to the four goals listed in the second Enhancement Agreement (EA) signed June 17, 

2013.  The goal of the EA is to improve the levels of achievement for Indigenous students. 

The report is organized to review the goals, read the rationales, see samples of activity and 

review available data.   

Gold Trail represents the communities of Ashcroft, Cache Creek, Clinton, Gold Bridge, 

Lillooet, Lytton, Shalalth/Seton Portage and Spences Bridge. In 2016-2017the district had a 

student population of 1,145, and 698 or 56% were of Indigenous ancestry. These students 

belong to nineteen Indigenous communities within the St’àt’imc, Nlaka’pamux, and 

Secwepemc territories, as well as Métis, and other students of Indigenous ancestry.  

Looking ahead, implementing the new curriculum in regards to Indigenous content, the 

district will continue to support students and teachers in integrating Indigenous 

knowledge throughout the curriculum. The Enhancement Agreement provides a 

framework for designing supports for all students. This report demonstrates many 

successes that have happened during year four to support the goals of the Enhancement 

Agreement. 

 

George M. Murray Elementary School 

Class identity quilt  
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FIRST PEOPLES EDUCATION COUNCIL 

The Enhancement Agreement represents a commitment between the 

school district and the nineteen communities in the three nations The 

First Peoples Education Council (FPEC) is dedicated to success for 

Indigenous learners in School District 74 (Gold Trail). The purpose of 

FPEC is to improve the life choices, opportunities for success and 

overall achievement of Indigenous learners.  

 

Chairs:  

Secwepemc Representation: Keith Zabotel  St’àt’imc Representation: Sarah Moberg 

   Nlaka’pamux Representation: Angie Thorne  

Board of Education Representation:  

Trustee Larry Casper  Trustee Carmen Ranta  

Community  FPEC 
Representative  

Community  FPEC 
Representative  
 

Ashcroft Band Terry Barnett nKAwmen Jeff Munroe 
Oregon Jack Josie Frost Stuxwtews Keith Zabotel 
Xwisten  Brenda Frank  Tsal’alh Rose Joseph 
Canoe Creek Band Darlene Louie Skuppah Band Melissa Michel

  
Sek’wel’was Denise Bob Skeetchestn Band Julie Simon 
T’it’q’et Sarah Moberg nKemchEEn Angie Thorne  
LlenlLeny’ten  Angie Kane Ts’kw’aylaxw Cliff Alec 
nTLAKLTLa Kara Edwards Pelltqit  Sandy LeBourdais 
TLDemchEEn   Xaxl’ip  Shonna Jacob 
Siska  Clark Wesley   
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Sharing our Successes in Year Four 

ACADEMIC GOAL 

The Academic goal is to continue to improve the literacy, numeracy, and graduation rates 

of Indigenous students.  

Rationale:  The Academic Goal is carried over from the first Enhancement 

Agreement. Community feedback indicates that academic success is an important 

consideration for Indigenous students, to prepare them for life beyond grade 12 

Data shows that while Indigenous students are making progress in many areas, 

there is still work to be done to ensure they are meeting the Provincial standards 

Stories of Success 

Academic success is demonstrated in many different ways in the schools across the district. 

Math is presented in many different ways, through life experiences outdoors and hands on 

activities in the classrooms. A strategy under the academic goal is to increase the amount of 

land based and experiential learning for students.  

Desert Sands Community School  

A math project at Desert Sands Community School 

involved students working in groups to solve word 

problems. These problems included questions 

regarding survival skills during the winter months 

for the village. The students needed to consider 

many factors such as nutritional information and 

what food was available year round. They were 

given information about how many calories a 

person needs to survive, what is available to them 

to harvest and present a plan to their peers.   

 

 

 

              

 

 



Page 8 of 27 
 

Kumsheen Secondary School 

The Outdoor Education Program is 

intended to give students the opportunity 

to experience a wide variety of outdoor 

activities. While the school has explored 

outdoor activities for several years, this is 

the first year that it has had an Outdoor 

Education Program to support staff and 

students with outdoor education. The 

program offers land based learning which 

includes Indigenous content. The 

students are out learning about 

traditional plants and medicine and when 

it is best to harvest. Learning about 

animal habitats and how to protect the 

environment are also key elements in the program.  
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Sk’il’ Mountain Community School 

 Sk’il’ Mountain Community School students are 

doing experiential learning in numeracy and 

science to understand the concepts as indicated in 

the academic goal of the Enhancement Agreement. 

Hands-on learning can be one of the best practices 

for students. Students often develop a passion 

towards learning in subjects that offer 

opportunities for them to explore and make 

discoveries on their own. The pictures 

demonstrate the students learning about the 

formation of a vortex in tornados by spinning the 

jar in a circular motion. 

This math activity demonstrates students sharing 

their learning with perimeters and areas of 

various polygons. Students measure the polygons 

using centimeters and then reproduce the shape on grid paper. Students then use the grids to figure 

out the areas of the different shapes.  
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Cache Creek Elementary School  

At Cache Creek Elementary, students have 

experiential learning opportunities 

through a school focus on stewardship. As 

indicated in the academic goal of the 

Enhancement Agreement, schools are to 

increase the amount of land-based and 

experiential learning. The goal is to 

provide learning opportunities that are 

hands on, connected to the community 

and embedded in traditional knowledge. 

This is demonstrated through the Talking 

Trash Project, Green Fridays, self and 

community reliance, survival skills and 

shelter building. 
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CULTURAL GOAL 

The Cultural goal is to continue to increase participation and success in Indigenous 

Language programs and cultural activities, and increase all students’ awareness of 

Indigenous cultural and traditional knowledge.   

Rationale:  The Cultural goal is carried over from the first Enhancement Agreement. 

It reflects the view that Indigenous students benefit from the learning environment 

which includes teachings based on their traditional culture. The goal also reflects 

that while much has been done in schools in this area, more could be done to make 

Indigenous culture a visible presence with schools and the curriculum.  

Stories of Success  

The cultural goal indicates the awareness of Indigenous culture and traditional knowledge 

for all students. Schools across the district have demonstrated the importance of 

integrating culture into the classrooms through drumming, Aboriginal day celebrations and 

the recognition of the Metis culture.  

Desert Sands Community School 

 

At Desert Sands Community School the students participated in a Métis unit. The students 

learned how to make traditional Métis bannock. They also made bracelets with Métis colors 

and discussed what the colors represented. Activities included storybooks sharing history 

and art work from the Métis culture. On the map of family trees, the students were able to 

identify where the roots of Métis originated from and students were able to see their family 

roots. 
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Cayoosh Elementary School  

Drum group  

The St’àt’imc drum group Chimney Rock was at 

Cayoosh Elementary School March 6, 2017 to share 

traditional songs and teachings with Mr. Agar’s 

grade 5/6 class. Prior to this, Mr. Agar’s class made a 

drum with Elder Norman Retasket earlier in the 

year. The drum group began with teaching the 

students about offerings to the drum. Students were 

able to participate and give the offering of tobacco to 

the drum. It was explained that when drummers are 

sitting at the drum they are there with only good 

thoughts and a good heart. The first song they 

shared was called the “Leroy song”. Carmen Ned 

shared the story of how they were given the song 

and how songs are shared amongst other drum 

groups. The students were told that a song usually 

lasts four verses for the four directions. The 

drummers shared how discipline and respect for the 

drum was a big part of their teachings. Discipline is being committed to the drum, the 

leader is always with the drum, and it is never left alone. The drum is to be respected at all 

times. Nothing but drum sticks are allowed on the drum and when not in use a blanket is to 

cover it to avoid any negativity. Chimney Rock is an all female drum group. Traditionally 

drum groups were all male which encouraged them to start their own all women’s drum 

group.  

.   
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Lillooet Schools 

On June 20, 2017, three schools in the St’àt’imc 

nation participated in Aboriginal day celebrations at 

the Lillooet Recreation Center. Local communities 

and businesses were invited to participate and share 

information with the staff and students. There were 

presentations from St’àt’imc role models, Pat Alec 

with his breakdance group, and Laura Grizzly Paws. 

There were activities for all the students to 

participate in such as beading, relay races, 

drumming and dancing, Métis art, visits to an 

archeology site, Lahal and project of the heart 

activity.  
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BELONGING GOAL 

The Belonging goal is to improve a sense of belonging for Indigenous students throughout 

the school environment. 

Rationale:  The Belonging goal was developed after feedback from community 

meetings indicated the importance of a sense of belonging in nurturing students’ 

sense of self-worth. It reflects the philosophy of the ‘Circle of Courage’ developed by 

Martin Brokenleg that “communities of belonging” are significant in Indigenous 

culture, and that it is the entire community, not just family, which must nourish the 

next generation. 

 

 

 

     Tishyna Ned, Role model  
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Stories of Success 

Community role models are a great way to connect the community to the schools, the 

students have a connection to the role models and feel a sense of pride when they visit 

schools. Providing opportunities for community members to visit and participate in 

activities at school such as, role model presentations or sharing their traditional 

knowledge, help to improve a child’s sense of belonging.  

Role model presentations  

At Lytton Elementary School, the current Nlaka’pamux role models were invited to a school 

wide assembly to introduce the local role models. The individuals shared information 

about themselves and their poster. This gave the students and staff an opportunity to 

connect with the role models and ask any questions they may have. Chief Janet Webster 

was invited to the assembly as well honoured guests’ family members.  

Tishyna Ned, one of the St’àt’imc Community Role Models, visited the three Lillooet schools.   

She is from the Xaxli’p community and she spoke about her experiences in the Canadian 

Armed Forces.  She has been a member for four years and has recently enlisted for another 

four.  Tishyna shared that her experiences with the Bold Eagle program in high school led 

to this career choice.  The students were interested in her presentation and they had many 

questions for her.  

                         

                                                Lytton Elementary School Role models  
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David Stoddart School  

For Aboriginal Day 2017, David Stoddart School coordinated a celebration which included 13 
different activity booths as well as a Lahal 
tournament. 150 students participated  from 
David Stoddart School, Cache Creek Elementary 
School and Lytton Elementary School, as well as 
resource people from the Secwepemc, 
St’àt’imc, Nlaka'pamux and Metis Nations. 
Activities for the day were chosen to represent 
the many different Indigenous cultures that 
represent our schools, Metis and Inuit 
included. Some of the activities throughout the 
day included basket making, lacrosse, a live 
salmon dissection, Secwepemctsin storytelling and bannock making. Overall, it was a huge 
success for the school and community.  
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George M. Murray Elementary School 

Ms. Eddie’s Gr. 3/4/5 class from George M. Murray Elementary was invited by Education 

Coordinator Denise Bob to Sek’wel’was to showcase their class Identity Quilt.  Chief 

Michelle Edwards welcomed the students to the community.  This quilt was a summary of 

their learning about identity.  The students proudly shared their quilt with the Chief, 

Council members and other members of the Sek’wel’was community, and answered a 

number of questions about their quilt including: 

Why are names/identity important to people? 

A name is how people know you.  Identity is good so the community knows who you are. 

Why did you make this quilt? 

It makes us feel happy.  It shows our thinking and what we like.  This shows what we want 

our legacy to be.  This quilt can welcome our community.  This shares our families, and 

friends and identity with our community. 

What is a legacy? 

Legacy is what people remember about you.  
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HEALTHY LIVING GOAL 

The Healthy Living goal is to encourage a healthy, active lifestyle based on Indigenous 

values.  

Rationale:  The Healthy Living goal was developed after feedback from community 

meetings indicated that the health, physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-

being of students was a key concern. Active children lead healthier lives and schools 

play a major role in modeling healthy alternatives and providing support.  

Stories of Success 

Schools demonstrate an active lifestyle through participating in traditional games such as 

lacrosse and stick games or learning new skills such as skiing.  Also, students playing sports 

with the local police department builds on community connections to helps strengthen 

relationships. The healthy living goal helps to engage students not only in the school but 

within the community.  

Lytton Elementary School  

All intermediate students from Lytton 

Elementary had the opportunity to 

participate in two field trips to the beautiful 

Sun Peaks resort to take lessons in 

snowboarding and skiing. As indicated in the 

healthy living goal, this encourages students 

to have an active lifestyle. The staff at Sun 

Peaks were great with the students during 

their lessons.  All the students participating 

had fun learning and practicing their skills on the mountain. These sports are challenging 

but the students persevered and enjoyed the day skiing or snowboard. 

 In January 2017, the students at Lytton Elementary participated in lacrosse sessions with 

Buzz Manual from Douglas Lake.  All grades had the opportunity to learn basic skills.  
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 Lillooet Secondary School 

The students at Lillooet Secondary School enjoyed playing sports against the St’àt’imc 

Nation Tribal Police (SNTP), the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), and the teachers. 

They played floor hockey and basketball during the lunch hour. The Tribal Police also 

provided a presentation in the grade 9 Social Studies classroom where the students had an 

opportunity to hear about the role of the Tribal Police and ask questions. These community 

connections give the students a sense of belonging through building relationships while 

keeping active.  
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Initiatives by the District 

 

Role Model Posters  

Role model posters were developed by the district and distributed to the schools. There is 

representation from all three nations. The role models shared their history, their 

challenges and ways they overcame the hurdles to succeed in their chosen fields.   
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District Lahal Tournaments 

As part of the cultural goal, the 

district hosts Lahal tournaments 

in each nation to increase 

students and staff’s awareness in 

traditional games.  Each 

tournament had approximately 

120 students in grades 4 – 7 

participate from the schools. This 

has become a regular 

tournament in the district which 

the students look forward to.    
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Culture Camps     

T’it’q’et hosted the district’s first student 

culture camp. Eighty students from George M. 

Murray Elementary and Cayoosh Elementary 

participated in the activities planned by the 

leadership groups from both schools. 

Students played Lahal in the S7isken, 

designed pictographs on rocks, and learned 

how to make. The afternoon was spent 

learning and playing lacrosse and making 

leather pouches.  

 

 

 

 

 

dddDis ttDis tric  
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Data 

The following three charts demonstrate the Foundations Skills Assessment (FSA) results in 

numeracy, reading and writing for Grades 4 and 7. The categories include all students, 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous students. The charts refer to Provincial meeting and 

exceeding expectations and demonstrate areas of growth and areas of continued focus.   

The 2016-2017 Ministry of Education completion data indicates an increase of 5% for 

Indigenous students. The female completion rates increased by 2% and the males showed 

an 8% increase.   

 

 

FSA Numeracy - % of student Meeting or Exceeding 

 2011-2012 
Baseline 

2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 

Grade 4 – All Students 63% 57% 65% 60% 46% 44% 

Grade 4 – Indigenous 53% 47% 61% 53% 33% 32% 

Grade 4 – non Indigenous 76% 73% 70% 71% 62% 73% 

       

Grade 7 – All Students 60% 53% 61% 48% 42% 53% 

Grade 7 – Indigenous 50% 43% 58% 31% 32% 50% 

Grade 7 – non Indigenous 74% 64% 64% 76% 58% 57% 
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FSA Reading - % of student Meeting or Exceeding 

 2011-2012 
Baseline 

2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 

Grade 4 – All Students 61% 58% 64% 62% 53%  49% 

Grade 4 – Indigenous 60% 42% 59% 53% 42% 35% 

Grade 4 – non Indigenous 63% 85% 71% 76% 68% 81% 

       

Grade 7 – All Students 64% 59% 69% 49% 51% 57% 

Grade 7 – Indigenous 56% 44% 64% 35% 39% 60% 

Grade 7 – non Indigenous 78% 76% 76% 73% 70% 81% 

 

 

 

 

FSA Writing - % of student Meeting or Exceeding 

 2011-2012 
Baseline 

2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 

Grade 4 – All Students 72% 57% 64% 60% 46%  53% 

Grade 4 – Indigenous 62% 47% 55% 53% 27%  45% 

Grade 4 – non Indigenous 87% 74% 75% 71% 71% 73% 

       

Grade 7 – All Students 82% 74% 71% 68% 56% 74% 

Grade 7 – Indigenous 82% 67% 64% 60% 46% 78% 

Grade 7 – non Indigenous 84% 82% 79% 82% 73% 83% 
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Plans for year Five (2017/2018)  

 Three cultural camps hosted in each nation 

o Xwisten  

o Bonaparte  

o Cooks Ferry  

 Culture camp for students planned by leadership groups 

 Métis addition to role model series 

 Leadership posters on racism 

 Professional development with staff on Reconciliation, white privilege, stereotypes 

and the Indian Act. 

 Increase the visibility of local culture in schools  

 Development of lessons to support the First Peoples Principles of Learning 

 Environmental camp for students at Sky Blue Resort   

 

 

 

Kumsheen students panning for gold  

 

 

 

 


